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great extent rested directly on magic, and always remained
most closely boond up with it."1 But though we can
perceive the union of discrepant elements in the faith and
practice of the ancient Egyptians, it would be rash to assume
that the people themselves did so. " Egyptian religion/'
says the same scholar, " was not one and homogeneous; it
was compounded of the most heterogeneous elements, which
seemed to the Egyptian to be all equally justified. He did
not care whether a doctrine or a myth belonged to what, in
modern scholastic phraseology, we should call faith or
superstition ; it was indifferent to him whether we should
rank it as religion or magic, as worship or sorcery. All
such classifications were foreign to the Egyptian. To him
no one doctrine seemed more or less justified than another.
Nay, he went so far as to allow the most flagrant contradic-
tions to stand peaceably side by side."2

Among the ignorant classes of modern Europe the same Confusion
confusion of ideas, the same mixture of religion -and magic, and*3810
crops up in various forms.    Thus we are told that in France religion in
"the majority of the peasants still believe that the priest Europe,
possesses a secret and irresistible power over the elements.
By reciting certain prayers which he alone knows and has
the right to utter, yet for the utterance of which he must
afterwards demand absolution, he can, on an  occasion of
pressing danger, arrest or reverse for a moment the action of
the eternal laws of the physical world.     The winds, the
storms, the hail, and the rain are at his command and obey
his will.    The fire also is subject to him, and the flames of
a conflagration are extinguished at his word." 8   For example,
French peasants used to be, perhaps are still, persuaded that
the priests could celebrate, with certain special rites, a " Mass Mass of
of the Holy Spirit," of which the efficacy was so miraculous
that it never met with any opposition from the divine will;
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by lightning which the priest was sup-
posed to extinguish by the recitation of
certain secret formulas. There was a
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